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Choral Evensong
Organ Voluntary
Adagio espressivo, from Sonata in A minor William H. Harris (1883–1973)

Preces & Responses William Byrd (c. 1543–1623)

Psalm 84 Quam dilecta! Setting: C.H.H. Parry (1848–1918)

O how amiable are thy dwellings : thou Lord of hosts!
My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord : 

 my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young : 
 even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house : they will be alway praising thee.
Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee : in whose heart are thy ways.
Who going through the vale of misery use it for a well : and the pools are filled with water.
They will go from strength to strength : and unto the God of gods appeareth every one of them in Sion.
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer : hearken, O God of Jacob.
Behold, O God our defender : and look upon the face of thine Anointed.
For one day in thy courts : is better than a thousand.
I had rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God : than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness.
For the Lord God is a light and defence : 
 the Lord will give grace and worship, and no good thing shall he withhold from them that live a godly life.
O Lord God of hosts : blessed is the man that putteth his trust in thee.

(standing)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

First Lesson Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14

These are the words of the letter which Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the elders of the exiles, and to 
the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 

“Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 
Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives 
for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not 
decrease. But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will find your welfare. For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your 
diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams which they dream, for it is a lie which they are 
prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, says the Lord. “For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are 
completed for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfil to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For I know 
the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will 
call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me and find me; when you seek me with all your 
heart, I will be found by you, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all 
the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.”

Magnificat          Evening Service in A Herbert Sumsion (1889–1995)



Second Lesson Luke 10:1-12, 17-20

After this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them on ahead of him, two by two, into every town and place 
where he himself was about to come. And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray 

therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs in 
the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and salute no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first 
say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ And if a son of peace is there, your peace shall rest upon him; but if not, it shall return to you. 
And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the laborer deserves his wages; do not go from 
house to house. Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you; heal the sick in it and say to 
them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into 
its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off against you; nevertheless know this, that 
the kingdom of God has come near.’ I tell you, it shall be more tolerable on that day for Sodom than for that town. The 
seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” And he said to them, “I saw 
Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over 
all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall hurt you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to 
you; but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Nunc dimittis        Evening Service in A Herbert Sumsion

Anthem W. H. Harris

Holy is the True Light, and passing wonderful,
lending radiance to them that endured 

in the heat of the conflict,
from Christ they inherit a home of unfading splendour,
wherein they rejoice with gladness evermore. Alleluia!

From the Salisbury Diurnal

Hymn 244
Come, pure hearts, in joyful measure Alles ist an Gottes Segen


