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Choral Evensong
Organ Voluntary
A Sad Pavan for these distracted times Thomas Tomkins (1572–1656)

Preces & Responses Richard Ayelward (1626–1669)

Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium Setting: from Luther

God is our hope and strength : a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved : and though the hills be carried into the midst of the sea.

Though the waters thereof rage and swell : and though the mountains shake at the tempest of the same.
The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God : the holy place of the tabernacle of the most Highest.
God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed : God shall help her, and that right early.
The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved : but God hath shewed his voice, and the earth shall melt away.
The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge.
O come hither, and behold the works of the Lord : what destruction he hath brought upon the earth.
He maketh wars to cease in all the world : 
 he breaketh the bow, and knappeth the spear in sunder, and burneth the chariots in the fire.
Be still then, and know that I am God : I will be exalted among the heathen, and I will be exalted in the earth.
The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge.

(standing)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

First Lesson Genesis 48:8-22

When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he said, “Who are these?” Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons, whom God 
has given me here.” And he said, “Bring them to me, I pray you, that I may bless them.” Now the eyes of Israel were 

dim with age, so that he could not see. So Joseph brought them near him; and he kissed them and embraced them. And 
Israel said to Joseph, “I had not thought to see your face; and lo, God has let me see your children also.” Then Joseph 
removed them from his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth. And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in 
his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near 
him. And Israel stretched out his right hand and laid it upon the head of Ephraim, who was the younger, and his left hand 
upon the head of Manasseh, crossing his hands, for Manasseh was the first-born. And he blessed Joseph, and said, “The 
God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God who has led me all my life long to this day, the angel 
who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and in them let my name be perpetuated, and the name of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.” When Joseph saw that his father laid 
his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him; and he took his father’s hand, to remove it from Ephraim’s 
head to Manasseh’s head. And Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father; for this one is the first-born; put your right 
hand upon his head.” But his father refused, and said, “I know, my son, I know; he also shall become a people, and he also 
shall be great; nevertheless his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his descendants shall become a multitude of 
nations.” So he blessed them that day, saying, “By you Israel will pronounce blessings, saying, ‘God make you as Ephraim 
and as Manasseh’”; and thus he put Ephraim before Manasseh. Then Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am about to die, but 
God will be with you, and will bring you again to the land of your fathers. Moreover I have given to you rather than to your 
brothers one mountain slope which I took from the hand of the Amorites with my sword and with my bow.”

Magnificat Short Service Thomas Tallis (c. 1505–1585)



Second Lesson John 6:27-40

Jesus said to the people, “Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which 
the Son of man will give to you; for on him has God the Father set his seal.” Then they said to him, “What must we 

do, to be doing the works of God?” Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 
sent.” So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see, and believe you? What work do you perform? 
Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Jesus then said to 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven; my Father gives you the true bread 
from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven, and gives life to the world.” They said to him, 
“Lord, give us this bread always.” Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and he 
who believes in me shall never thirst. But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. All that the Father 
gives me will come to me; and him who comes to me I will not cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do my 
own will, but the will of him who sent me; and this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he 
has given me, but raise it up at the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that every one who sees the Son and believes 
in him should have eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day.”

Nunc dimittis Short Service Thomas Tallis

Anthem Thomas Tallis 

Verily, verily I say unto you: except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 
Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 

For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 
He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.
 John 6:53–56 

Hymn 472
Hope of the world, thou Christ  Donne secours


