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Choral Evensong
Organ Voluntary
Pastorale César Franck (1822–1890)

Preces & Responses Richard Ayleward (1626–1669)

Psalm 19 Cæli enarrant Setting: T.A. Walmisley (1814–1856)

The heavens declare the glory of God : and the firmament sheweth his handywork.
One day telleth another : and one night certifieth another.

There is neither speech nor language : but their voices are heard among them.
Their sound is gone out into all lands : and their words into the ends of the world.
In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun : 
 which cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a giant to run his course.
It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth about unto the end of it again :  
 and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.
The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, converting the soul : 
 the testimony of the Lord is sure, and giveth wisdom unto the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the heart : 
 the commandment of the Lord is pure, and giveth light unto the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth for ever : the judgements of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold : sweeter also than honey, and the honey-comb.
Moreover, by them is thy servant taught : and in keeping of them there is great reward.
Who can tell how oft he offendeth : O cleanse thou me from my secret faults.
Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins, lest they get the dominion over me :  
 so shall I be undefiled, and innocent from the great offence.
Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be alway acceptable in thy sight : 
 O Lord, my strength, and my redeemer.

Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium Setting: from Luther

God is our hope and strength : a very present help in trouble.
Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved : and though the hills be carried into the midst of the sea.

Though the waters thereof rage and swell : and though the mountains shake at the tempest of the same.
The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God : the holy place of the tabernacle of the most Highest.
God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed : God shall help her, and that right early.
The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved : but God hath shewed his voice, and the earth shall melt away.
The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge.
O come hither, and behold the works of the Lord : what destruction he hath brought upon the earth.
He maketh wars to cease in all the world : 
 he breaketh the bow, and knappeth the spear in sunder, and burneth the chariots in the fire.
Be still then, and know that I am God : I will be exalted among the heathen, and I will be exalted in the earth.
The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge.

(standing)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

First Lesson 2 Kings 17:1-18

In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah Hoshea the son of Elah began to reign in Samaria over Israel, and he reigned nine years. 
And he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, yet not as the kings of Israel who were before him. Against him came up 

Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and Hoshea became his vassal, and paid him tribute. But the king of Assyria found treachery in Hoshea; 
for he had sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, and offered no tribute to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year; therefore 
the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison. Then the king of Assyria invaded all the land and came to Samaria, and 
for three years he besieged it. In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria captured Samaria, and he carried the Israelites away to 
Assyria, and placed them in Halah, and on the Habor, the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

(continued overleaf )



And this was so, because the people of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought them up out of the land of 
Egypt from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods and walked in the customs of the nations whom 
the Lord drove out before the people of Israel, and in the customs which the kings of Israel had introduced. And the people of 
Israel did secretly against the Lord their God things that were not right. They built for themselves high places at all their towns, 
from watchtower to fortified city; they set up for themselves pillars and Asherim on every high hill and under every green tree; and 
there they burned incense on all the high places, as the nations did whom the Lord carried away before them. And they did wicked 
things, provoking the Lord to anger, and they served idols, of which the Lord had said to them, “You shall not do this.” Yet the 
Lord warned Israel and Judah by every prophet and every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways and keep my commandments and 
my statutes, in accordance with all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets.” 
But they would not listen, but were stubborn, as their fathers had been, who did not believe in the Lord their God. They despised 
his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their fathers, and the warnings which he gave them. They went after false idols, and 
became false, and they followed the nations that were round about them, concerning whom the Lord had commanded them that 
they should not do like them. And they forsook all the commandments of the Lord their God, and made for themselves molten 
images of two calves; and they made an Asherah, and worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal. And they burned their sons 
and their daughters as offerings, and used divination and sorcery, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lord, provoking 
him to anger. Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of his sight; none was left but the tribe of Judah 
only.

Magnificat     Evening Service in B flat John Stainer (1840–1901)

Second Lesson Luke 5:1-11

While the people pressed upon Jesus to hear the word of God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret. And he saw two 
boats by the lake; but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which 

was Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. And when he 
had ceased speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” And Simon answered, “Master, 
we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they enclosed a 
great shoal of fish; and as their nets were breaking, they beckoned to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And 
they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 
“Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the catch of fish which they 
had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be 
afraid; henceforth you will be catching men.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him. 

Nunc dimittis Evening Service in B flat John Stainer

Anthem Herbert Sumsion (1899–1995)

They that go down to the sea in ships, and occupy their business in great waters; 
These men see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. 

For at his word the stormy wind ariseth, which lifteth up the waves thereof. 
They are carried up to the heaven, and down again to the deep; their soul melteth away because of the trouble. They reel to and fro, 

and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit’s end. 
So when they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, he delivereth them out of their distress. 

For he maketh the storm to cease, so that the waves thereof are still. 
Then are they glad, because they are at rest; and so he bringeth them unto the haven where they would be.

Psalm 107:23–30

Hymn 550
Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult Restoration


