
Organ Voluntary
Choral in A minor César Franck (1822–1890)

The Officiant reads one or more sentences of Scripture.

Preces & Responses Bernard Rose (1916–1996)

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

Officiant X O God, make speed to save us.
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Officiant Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s Name be praised.

Psalm 24 Domini est terra Setting: J. Barnby

The earth is the Lord’s, and all that therein is : the compass of the world, and they that dwell therein.
For he hath founded it upon the seas, : and stablished it upon the floods.

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? : or who shall rise up in his holy place?
Even he that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; and that hath not lift up his mind unto vanity, 
 nor sworn to deceive his neighbour.
He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, : and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
This is the generation of them that seek him; : even of them that seek thy face, O God of Jacob.
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; : and the King of glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory? : It is the Lord strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; : and the King of glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory? : Even the Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 

Psalm 96 Cantate Domino Setting: A. Gray

O sing unto the Lord a new song : sing unto the Lord , all the whole earth.
Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name : be telling of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his honour unto the heathen : and his wonders unto all people.
For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised : he is more to be feared than all gods.
As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols : but it is the Lord that made the heavens.
Glory and worship are before him : power and honour are in his sanctuary.
Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people :  ascribe unto the Lord worship and power. 
Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name : bring presents, and come into his courts.
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness :  let the whole earth stand in awe of him.   
Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King : 
 and that it is he who hath made the round world so fast that it cannot be moved; 
 and how that he shall judge the people righteously.
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad : let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is.
Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it : then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord.
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth : and with righteousness to judge the world, and the people with his truth.

(standing)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Choral 
Evensong
Ascension Sunday



First Lesson Ezekiel 1:1–14, 24–28b

In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the fifth day of the month, as I was among the exiles by the river Chebar, the heavens 
were opened, and I saw visions of God. On the fifth day of the month (it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin), the 

word of the Lord came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the 
Lord was upon him there. As I looked, behold, a stormy wind came out of the north, and a great cloud, with brightness round about 
it, and fire flashing forth continually, and in the midst of the fire, as it were gleaming bronze. And from the midst of it came the 
likeness of four living creatures. And this was their appearance: they had the form of men, but each had four faces, and each of them 
had four wings. Their legs were straight, and the soles of their feet were like the sole of a calf ’s foot; and they sparkled like burnished 
bronze. Under their wings on their four sides they had human hands. And the four had their faces and their wings thus: their wings 
touched one another; they went every one straight forward, without turning as they went. As for the likeness of their faces, each had 
the face of a man in front; the four had the face of a lion on the right side, the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and the four 
had the face of an eagle at the back. Such were their faces. And their wings were spread out above; each creature had two wings, each 
of which touched the wing of another, while two covered their bodies. And each went straight forward; wherever the spirit would 
go, they went, without turning as they went. In the midst of the living creatures there was something that looked like burning coals of 
fire, like torches moving to and fro among the living creatures; and the fire was bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning. And 
the living creatures darted to and fro, like a flash of lightning. And when they went, I heard the sound of their wings like the sound 
of many waters, like the thunder of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of a host; when they stood still, they let down 
their wings. And there came a voice from above the firmament over their heads; when they stood still, they let down their wings. And 
above the firmament over their heads there was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of 
a throne was a likeness as it were of a human form. And upward from what had the appearance of his loins I saw as it were gleaming 
bronze, like the appearance of fire enclosed round about; and downward from what had the appearance of his loins I saw as it were 
the appearance of fire, and there was brightness round about him. Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the day of 
rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. 

Magnificat Evening Service in E Herbert Murrill (1909–1952)

My X soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath regarded the lowliness of his 
handmaiden. For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and 

holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and 
meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his 
servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Second Lesson Matthew 28:16–20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they 
worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.” 

Nunc dimittis Evening Service in E Herbert Murrill

Lord, X now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all people, to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
Sung by all

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into 

hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, X and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.



All kneel as the Choir sings
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

The Officiant and Choir sing
Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir And grant us thy salvation.

Officiant O Lord, save the State.
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call  upon thee.

Officiant Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.

Officiant O Lord, save thy people.
Choir And bless thine inheritance.

Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

Officiant O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect of the Day

Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that like as we do believe thy only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended 
into the heavens; so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend, and with him continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth with 

thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

The Second Collect, for Peace

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the 
world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the 

fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for 
the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Officiant The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
Choir Thanks be to God.

Anthem Gerald Finzi (1901–1956)

God is gone up with a triumphant shout:
The Lord with sounding trumpets’ melodies:

Sing praise, sing praise, sing praise, sing praises out,
Unto our King sing praise seraphic-wise!

Lift up your heads, ye lasting doors, they sing,
And let the King of Glory enter in.

(continued overleaf )



Methinks I see Heaven’s sparkling courtiers fly
In flakes of glory down, him to attend,

And hear heart-cramping notes of melody
Surround his chariot as it did ascend:

Mixing their music, making ev’ry string
More to enravish, as they this tune sing.

Edward Taylor (c. 1646–1729)

The General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks for all thy 
goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all men. We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that 
we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking before thee in 
holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen.

The Officiant then says A Prayer of St. Chrysostom, after which he chants the concluding Grace
The grace X of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Hymn 222
Rejoice, the Lord of life ascends Parker

Rejoice, the Lord of life ascends
in triumph from earth’s battlefield:

his strife with human hatred ends,
as sin and death their conquests yield.

No more his mortal form we see;
he reigns invisible but near:

for in the midst of two or three
he makes his gracious presence clear.

He reigns, but with a love that shares
the troubles of our earthly life;

he takes upon his heart the cares,
the pain, and shame of human strife.

He reigns in heaven until the hour
when he, who once was crucified,

shall come in all love’s glorious power
to rule the world for which he died.

Organ Voluntary
Praeludium in C, BuxWV 137  Dietrich Buxtehude (c. 1637–1707)


