
Organ Voluntary
The Bells William Byrd (c. 1534–1623)

The Officiant reads one or more sentences of Scripture.

Preces & Responses Thomas Tomkins (1572–1656)

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips.
Choir And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

Officiant X O God, make speed to save us.
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Officiant Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
Choir As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Officiant Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s Name be praised.

Psalm 34 Benedicam Dominum Setting: S. Dettra

I will alway give thanks unto the Lord : his praise shall ever be in my mouth.
My soul shall make her boast in the Lord : the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.

O praise the Lord with me : and let us magnify his Name together.
I sought the Lord, and he heard me : yea, he delivered me out of all my fear.
They had an eye unto him, and were lightened : and their faces were not ashamed.
Lo, the poor crieth, and the Lord heareth him : yea, and saveth him out of all his troubles.
The angel of the Lord tarrieth round about them that fear him : and delivereth them.
O taste, and see, how gracious the Lord is : blessed is the man that trusteth in him.
O fear the Lord, ye that are his saints : for they that fear him lack nothing.
The lions do lack, and suffer hunger : but they who seek the Lord shall want no manner of thing that is good.
Come, ye children, and hearken unto me : I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
What man is he that lusteth to live : and would fain see good days?
Keep thy tongue from evil : and thy lips, that they speak no guile.
Eschew evil, and do good : seek peace, and ensue it.
The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous : and his ears are open unto their prayers.
The countenance of the Lord is against them that do evil : to root out the remembrance of them from the earth.
The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth them : and delivereth them out of all their troubles.
The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a contrite heart : and will save such as be of an humble spirit.
Great are the troubles of the righteous : but the Lord delivereth him out of all.
He keepeth all his bones : so that not one of them is broken.
But misfortune shall slay the ungodly : and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate.
The Lord delivereth the souls of his servants : and all they that put their trust in him shall not be destitute.
 
(standing)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Choral 
Evensong
The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost



First Lesson Ecclesiasticus 51:13–22

While I was still young, before I went on my travels, I sought wisdom openly in my prayer. Before the temple I asked for her, and 
I will search for her to the last. From blossom to ripening grape my heart delighted in her; my foot entered upon the straight 

path; from my youth I followed her steps. I inclined my ear a little and received her, and I found for myself much instruction. I made 
progress therein; to him who gives wisdom I will give glory. For I resolved to live according to wisdom, and I was zealous for the 
good; and I shall never be put to shame. My soul grappled with wisdom, and in my conduct I was strict; I spread out my hands to the 
heavens, and lamented my ignorance of her. I directed my soul to her, and through purification I found her. I gained understanding 
with her from the first, therefore I will not be forsaken. My heart was stirred to seek her, therefore I have gained a good possession. 
The Lord gave me a tongue as my reward, and I will praise him with it. 

Magnificat Evening Service in G minor   Henry Purcell (1659–1695)

My X soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath regarded the lowliness of his 
handmaiden. For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and 

holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble and 
meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his 
servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Second Lesson Matthew 20:1–16

Jesus said to his disciples, “For the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for 
his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the third 

hour he saw others standing idle in the market place; and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will 
give you.’ So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he 
went out and found others standing; and he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward, ‘Call 
the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, 
each of them received a denarius. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a 
denarius. And on receiving it they grumbled at the householder, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them 
equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you, and go; I choose to give to this last as I give to you. Am 
I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first 
last.” 

Nunc dimittis Evening Service in G minor   Henry Purcell

Lord, X now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all people, to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed
Sung by the Choir

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, X and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit.
Officiant Let us pray.

All kneel as the Choir sings
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

The Officiant and Choir sing
Officiant O Lord, show thy mercy upon us.
Choir And grant us thy salvation.

Officiant O Lord, save the State.
Choir And mercifully hear us when we call  upon thee.

Officiant Endue thy Ministers with righteousness.
Choir And make thy chosen people joyful.

Officiant O Lord, save thy people.
Choir And bless thine inheritance.

Officiant Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Choir Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

Officiant O God, make clean our hearts within us.
Choir And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collect of the Day

Lord, we beseech thee to keep thy household the Church in continual godliness; that through thy protection it may be free from 
all adversities, and devoutly given to serve thee in good works, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 

who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

The Second Collect, for Peace

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the 
world cannot give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the 

fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for 
the love of thy only Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Officiant The Lord be with you.
Choir And with thy spirit.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
Choir Thanks be to God.

Anthem  William Boyce (1711–1779)

O where shall wisdom be found? And where is the place of understanding? Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it 
found in the land of the living. The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea saith, It is not with me. It cannot be gotten for gold, 

neither shall silver be weighed for the price thereof. No mention shall be made of coral, or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is above 
rubies. Whence then cometh wisdom? and where is the place of understanding? Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living.

God understandeth the way thereof, and He knoweth the place thereof.

For He looketh to the ends of the earth, And seeth under the whole heav’n; To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the 
waters by measure. When He made a decree for the rain, and a way for the lightning of the thunder: Then did He see it, and declare 
it; He prepared it, yea, and searched it out.

And unto man He said, Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from evil is understanding. 
Job 28: 12–15, 18, 20–21a, 23–28



The General Thanksgiving

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks for all thy 
goodness and loving‑kindness to us and to all men. We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory. And, we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; and that 
we show forth thy praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our selves to thy service, and by walking before thee in 
holiness and righteousness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and 
glory, world without end. Amen.

The Officiant then says A Prayer of St. Chrysostom, after which he chants the concluding Grace
The grace X of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Hymn 706
In your mercy, Lord, you called me Halton Holgate

Organ Voluntary
Echo Fantasia Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck (1562–1621)


