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The Holy Communion

Organ Voluntary
Prelude on ‘Irby’	 David Willcocks (1919–2015)

The Entrance Rite 

Celebrant	 X Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says the Collect for Purity.

Kyrie
Celebrant	 Lord, have mercy upon us.
People	 Christ, have mercy upon us.
Celebrant	 Lord, have mercy upon us.

Gloria in excelsis	

Glory be to God on high,
and on earth peace, good will towards men.

We praise thee, we bless thee,
	 we worship thee,
	 we glorify thee,
	 we give thanks to thee for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
	 that takest away the sins of the world,
	 have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sins of the world,
	 receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
	 have mercy upon us.
For thou only art holy;
thou only art the Lord;
thou only, O Christ,
	 with the Holy Ghost,
	 art most high X in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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The Collect
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Almighty God, who hast poured upon us the new light of thine incarnate Word; Grant that the same 
light enkindled in our hearts may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who 

liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. Amen.

The Lessons
The Old Testament Lesson	 Isaiah 61:1–3

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good tidings to 
the afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 

the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day 
of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them 
a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint 
spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.
	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Psalm 84:1–9 

O how amiable are thy dwellings, *
	 thou Lord of hosts!

My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord; *
	 my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, and the swallow a nest, where she may lay her young; *
	 even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house; *
	 they will be alway praising thee.
Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; *
	 in whose heart are thy ways.
Who going through the vale of misery use it for a well; *
	 and the pools are filled with water.
They will go from strength to strength, *
	 and unto the God of gods appeareth every one of them in Sion.
O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; *
	 hearken, O God of Jacob.
Behold, O God our defender, *
	 and look upon the face of thine anointed.
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The Epistle	 Ephesians 1:3–6, 15–19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiri-
tual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that 

we should be holy and blameless before him. He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved. For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all 
the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 
power in us who believe. 
	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

The Gospel	 Matthew 2:13–15, 19–23
Deacon	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Matthew.
People	 Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Now when the wise men had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till I tell you; 

for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and his 
mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil 
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called my son.” But when Herod died, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and his 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took 
the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus reigned over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew 
to the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the 
prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”
	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon	 Father John Sundara

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and 
invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God 
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; 
by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was 
incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with glory, to 
judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord, and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the 
Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spake by the Prophets. 
And I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church; I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, X and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
The Deacon says
With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.”

Each petition concludes
Deacon 	 Let us pray to the Lord.
People 	 Lord, have mercy.

The prayers conclude in this way
Deacon	 In the communion of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph, and all the saints, let us 		
	 commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.
People 	 To thee, O Lord our God.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Confession of Sin
The Deacon says
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all men: We acknowledge 
and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time most grievously have com-

mitted, by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indig-
nation against us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of 
them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most 
merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may 
ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and gives the Absolution.

The Peace
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.

All greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Birthday Prayer
Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be; 
strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they 
fall; and in their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of their lives; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



6

Offertory
The Minister begins the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And with thy spirit.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People	 It is meet and right so to do.

The Celebrant continues with the Preface, which concludes
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy 
glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus & Benedictus

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
X Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Canon of the Eucharist
The Celebrant continues with the Eucharistic Prayer on BCP page 334. The prayer concludes
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father 
Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

Communion Devotions
Celebrant	 And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

Celebrant and People say the Lord’s Prayer.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread and a period of silence is kept.

Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

People and Celebrant

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under 

thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell 
in him, and he in us. Amen.

Celebrant	 The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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Agnus Dei
Celebrant	 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
People	 have mercy upon us.
Celebrant	 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
People	 have mercy upon us.
Celebrant	 O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
People	 grant us thy peace.

For those watching at home who are unable to make their Communion today:
Soul of Christ, sanctify me.
Body of Christ, save me;
Blood of Christ, inebriate me;
Water from the side of Christ, wash me;
Passion of Christ, strengthen me;
O good Jesus, hear me;
Within thy wounds hide me;
Suffer me not to be separated from thee;
From the malicious enemy defend me;
In the hour of my death call me,
And bid me come to thee.
That with thy Saints I may praise thee
For ever and ever. Amen.

Concluding Rites
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these holy 
mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus 

Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, 
through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist 
us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast 
prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all 
honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Celebrant stands and gives the blessing.
Deacon	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Organ Voluntary
Noel XII: Grand jeu et duo	 Louis-Claude Daquin (1694–1792)

Are given to the glory of God...
in loving memory of Felix Arceneaux, 

Ouija Bush and Patricia Brown 

Altar Arrangements
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 10  
AT 6:30 PM

NORTH PARKING LOT

WEEKLY ENEWS
The weekly eNews, our official church 

electronic newsletter, is the most 
up-to-date way to receive info about 
upcoming events. Make sure that you 
are registered to receive this email by 

going to incarnation.org/enews.

WEEKLY READINGS
This week’s readings may be found

 in the Book of Common Prayer, 
pg. 941-942, Christmas and Epiphany.
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